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I was thrilled several years ago to hear that the book The Lord of the Rings was going to be made into a series of 

epic films. With production budgets in the hundreds of millions of dollars and the bulk of the work being done 

outside of Hollywood, I knew this series was going to be good! But more than being able to watch a great series of 

films, I was thrilled to know that a book I had read several times and for which I had great respect would be 

brought into the mainstream. Not too long ago people who read The Lord of the Rings were considered just a bit 

weird. When we brought the book up in conversation it would often earn us a look that said “you’re not one of 

those Dungeons and Dragons people, are you?” I am not. I simply enjoy a good story and J.R.R. Tolkien was a 

master at telling one. 
 

Now that Lord of the Rings has entered the mainstream we who have known and loved the story for many years 

can finally use its rich depths for purposes of illustration. It is that which I intend to do today. 
 

Tolkien writes about a kingdom called Gondor which for many years has not had a king. While waiting for the 

rightful heir to come and claim his throne, a series of stewards has been placed in charge of the land. The steward 

in charge at the time of the events described in the book is named Denethor and he has two sons, Boromir and 

Faramir, both of whom figure prominently in the story (and subsequently, in the movie). As steward of the land, 

Denethor has the power of the king but without the title. He is able to make decisions and to pass judgment. He 

receives the respect and admiration of the people of the land. His primary task is to do whatever is best for the land 

in the absence of the rightful ruler. In all he does he is to remember his position – to remember that he is not the 

king. As a constant reminder of his temporary position he is forbidden to rule from the king’s throne. 
 

“…awe fell upon him as he looked down that avenue of kings long dead. At the far end upon a dais of many steps 

was set a throne under a canopy of marble shaped like a crowned helm; behind it was carved upon the wall and set 

with gems an image of a tree in flower. But the throne was empty. At the foot of the dais, upon the lowest step 

which was broad and deep, there was a stone chair, black and unadorned, and on it sat an old man gazing at his 

lap.” (Lord of the Rings, page 784) 
 

That man, of course, is the steward. Where the king was allowed the full honor of sitting upon the throne, 

surrounded by splendor, the steward is consigned to rule from a plain, unadorned chair that sat at the foot of the 

throne. 
 

Denethor is not a very good steward. He dreads the day the king returns, for he knows that with the return of the 

king will come his own return to obscurity. He jealously guards the power that had been given him and does not 

look forward to the day when he will have to relinquish the kingdom to its rightful owner. This attitude affects his 

decisions, for he often makes decisions based on his own desire for preservation rather than based on what is best 

for the kingdom he has sworn to protect. We find him saying: 
 

“…the Lord of Gondor is not to be made the tool of other men’s purposes, however worthy. And to him there is no 

purpose higher in the world as it now stands than the good of Gondor; and the rule of Gondor, my lord, is mine 

and no other man’s, unless the king should come again.”  

To this Gandalf replied “Unless the king should come again? Well, my lord Steward, it is your task to keep some 

kingdom against that even, which few now look to see.” (Page 788) 
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The steward is failing in his duty to properly care for what has been entrusted to him. We learn later that he had 

been going beyond the care of his office and had become corrupted by the enemy. His abuse of what had been 

entrusted to him leads to his own corruption. 
 

So why do I use this illustration? I use it because the concept of stewardship is largely foreign to our culture. We 

understand ownership, borrowing, leasing and mortgaging but have little knowledge of stewardship. Yet it is a 

crucial concept in the Bible and one that we ought to know well. And here in the mainstream is a wonderful 

example of stewardship gone wrong. 
 

The Bible tells us that we are stewards of the talents, treasures and gifts God has given to us. Each of us is 

responsible to be a faithful steward with the gifts and talents with which God has blessed us. Where God has given 

richly, much is expected in return. At no time does God give us full and final ownership of what He has given us. We 

need to realize that we are but stewards. 
 

Where God gives me treasure I need to ensure that I do not begin to believe that it is mine. I need to seek God’s 

will on how He, as king, would have me use it. He has given me His instruction manual in The Bible which gives me 

the guidelines I need to understand what he would have me do. When God tells me to let go of the money He has 

entrusted to my care, I need to immediately and cheerfully open my hand and let it go. 
 

God has blessed me with two beautiful children, yet I know that I have them only on trust. God has made me 

steward of those children. As such I need to dedicate myself to raising them in a way that would please Him, 

knowing that at any moment He could choose to take them back to Himself. 
 

We will return briefly to our story. 
 

Drunk with corruption and power and unwilling to hand over the kingdom, Denethor, steward of Gondor, takes his 

own life, ending his years of poor stewardship. His son, Faramir, takes his place. Soon the heir to the throne returns 

to Gondor and Faramir has an opportunity to prove his character. 
 

”Faramir met Aragorn [the rightful king] in the midst of those there assembled, and he knelt, and said: “The last 

steward of Gondor begs leave to surrender his office.”…Then Faramir stood up and spoke in a clear voice: “Men of 

Gondor, hear now the Steward of this realm! Behold! One has come to claim the kingship again at last. Here is 

Aragorn son of Arathorn…Shall he be king and enter into the city and dwell there?” And all the host and all the 

people cried yea with one voice.” 
 

Moments later, when the new king has been crowned, it is Faramir who leads the cries of “Behold the king!” 
 

Faramir was everything his father was not. He was a good steward who looked forward to the return of the king 

and was willing and ready to hand what had been entrusted to him to its rightful owner. Faramir proved his 

character. 
 

When the King returns He will ask me if I have been a faithful steward. He will examine the evidence and where He 

gave me much He will expect much in return. It is my hope and my prayer that I will be faithful with what He has 

given me, so that I can hear Him say that I have been a good steward, faithfully doing the will of my King. When the 

King returns I pray that instead of grumbling, instead of holding on, I will be able to let go and lead the chorus of 

“Behold the king!” 

 

                                                                        



    The First Two Minutes Matter Most 

 

It’s obvious, I know. It’s been said a million times by a million different people. But, in my defense, it’s been 

forgotten by a million more. I’ve said it and neglected it too many times to count: The first two minutes matter 

most. 
 

Today Christians are gathering all across the world for our worship services. We will read the Bible, sing the Bible, 

pray the Bible, preach the Bible, and learn better how to live out the Bible. Then the service will end and the first 

two minutes will matter most. 
 

In the first two minutes, so many people will make the decision to stay or to go. 
 

In the first two minutes, visitors will feel either awkward or welcome. In the first two minutes, unbelievers will feel 

either rejected or accepted. In the first two minutes, the lonely will feel either neglected or comforted. In the first 

two minutes, so many people will make the decision to stay or to go. 
 

Here’s the challenge: Determine right now that when the service ends, you will do your utmost to give the first two 

minutes to someone you don’t know or to someone you don’t know well. The temptation will be to turn straight to 

your friends, to immediately catch up with the people you know the best and love the most. There will be time for 

that. But first you can make a difference in someone’s day and maybe even in someone’s life if only you’ll make the 

most of the moments following that final “amen.” It’s the first two minutes that matter most 

                                                    

        

                            Many thanks to the Karen and Dave H., Phil M., Dan and Bethany C. for all the work done to ready 

the classrooms in the basement for Sunday School and Adult Bible Study.  Hanging small TVs, 

building a TV cart, delivering and setting up padded chairs for the Conference Room, setting up 

tables in the classrooms and painting inspiring scripture (thank you Karen H.) were just some of 

the tasks.  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study classes have resumed on Sundays at        

9:00 am.   Adult Bible Study meets in Conference Room 4, Elementary students in Classroom 1 

and High School students in Classroom 3. 

                                                                                                                     

OSLC Fall Ladies Bible Study has begun and is meeting Wednesdays at 10 am at the church or online 

anytime!  Getting to Know Jesus: Using the Six Core Teachings of the Bible to Grow in a Deeper 

Relationship With Jesus by Paul Schult is the study material.  Contact the church office  540-667-1459 

for more information. 
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Do you enjoy working with youth? We are currently seeking adult leader(s) to oversee the 

OSLC Youth Group. This person or persons would coordinate activities with our 

congregation’s youth with the goal of assisting and leading them to know, love, and share 

Christ through fellowship, growth, and service opportunities. Sound like something you 

are interested in?  Please contact Karen H. or the church office at 540-667-1459.  

  

Thanks to all who attended and contributed to the OSLC Annual Picnic on Sunday, 

September 9
th

.  We especially appreciate the generous donation of the            

‘Popeye's’ fried chicken by Tiffany and Aaron M.!   

 

Choir Rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 7:00 pm.                 

Please join us – we welcome new voices – no experience necessary! 

The LCEF Conference has been rescheduled due to 

Hurricane Florence. The new date for the conference is October 19-21 in Williamsburg, VA.  Anyone 

interested in attending this event, sponsored by LCEF Ministries (lodging and mileage are reimbursed), please 

contact Bob W. or the church office.  The theme for the event is ‘Building a Bright Future’ and will be held at 

King of Glory Lutheran Church, Williamsburg, VA.  Reservations must be made by Friday, October 5th.          

 

LCEF Investment Opportunity: Help celebrate their 40th Anniversary with a 40 month investment note. For a 

limited time, an investment of $500 to $40,000 at a 4% yield is available. Term length 40 months and limit one 

per tax ID. For information and/or application contact your OSLC Advocate or lcef.org/40month.  

Every investment helps support future loan demands and growing ministry opportunities. 

 

The Men's Breakfast will take place on Saturday, October 6th; coffee will be ready 

at 8:30.  The full menu has not yet been established, but it will involve some special, 

smoked sausages transported in from Knause's butcher shop in Kimball, Minnesota.  

Please email or call Butch K. if you plan to attend. 

 

 

The LCMS Disaster Response fund is supporting victims of Hurricane Florence.  

Council has allocated $500 from missions to support the LCMS disaster relief and 

established a $500 matching fund for members who are willing to provide financial 

support.  If you would like to participate in this, please make your check to OSLC and 

include “LCMS Disaster Response” in the memo section.  For additional information, 

contact Butch K. or Cal S.         

 

 

You can now manage your giving online! Giving online is easy and allows 
you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online 
giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.                         
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at http://www.oursavior-lcms.org/giving.html  

2) Click on the Give Here button 

3) Click on the Create Profile button 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your recurring contributions 
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It’s time to renew your ‘Lutheran Witness’ subscriptions.  If you wish to start a new subscription, 

please provide your name and address to the church office, along with a check payable to OSLC for 

$12.95, and indicate “Lutheran Witness” on the ‘for’ line.  The deadline to subscribe is October 14
th

. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

                                                OSLC’s New Website Has Been LAUNCHED!   

Many thanks go to our webmaster, Lawrence G., who has selected a new platform for the website 

(squarespace.com) and has devoted much time to the new design to transform it into a more modern and 

responsively designed site that is user-friendly, interactive, informative, and much cheaper than our old site’s 

hosting costs. Please visit www.oursavior-lcms.org to see the new website.   You can call the church office to 

get the password to the Member’s Only Page.  Please also call the office 540-667-1459 or email 

oslc.lcms.2800@gmail.com with feedback on the website.   

        

  OSLC Bikes Collection for Nicaragua is Sunday, October 21st.  Information flyers on the 

collection are available in the narthex to pick up and share with friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers.  

If you would like to participate, have suggestions [or a bike], talk to Sharon C. or Cal S. 

How You Can Help with the Collection:  

Bring a bike; 

Bring tools [we remove pedals before shipping];  

Bring some muscle [use the tools; load the bikes]; 

Tell us your story of helping people locally or globally; 

Share this information with friends and neighbors; 

Help us find other opportunities for us to serve our community. 

 

  Thank you – Pastor Cumbee and the entire church family,                                 

    Words cannot express our gratitude                                                                                           

      for the love and support you have shown our family.                                               

    We truly appreciate everything. 

                           Sincerely,                                                                                                                          

         Andrea, Alyssa and Logan M. 

              

Thank you to all who have been busily knitting and crocheting for the Prayer Shawl Ministry and AbbaCare!  

We have given shawls to folks who are struggling with cancer and heart issues.   If you 

know someone who could benefit from the comfort of a shawl and prayer, 

contact the office.  We have knitted lots of baby sweaters, blankets, booties and hats 

for ABBACARE.  Help us knit scarves and hats for C-CAP                                                    

to keep folks warm this winter! Free yarn is available in the tubs in the Fellowship Hall.    

     Keep those needles going!  
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                                   CCAP CORNER 
 

Please join our congregation in supporting the annual Thanksgiving Feast food drive for CCAP – Winchester, 

helping our less-fortunate neighbors have a meal to share with family and friends in 

their homes while making memories to last a lifetime. 

 

With a Thrivent Action Team $250 grant, we will purchase frozen turkeys, while 

members of OSLC are invited to contribute the non-perishable items listed below to 

complete the meals. (Note that canned vegetables are not needed because CCAP 

gets them by the case at a much lower cost than we can.) Please bring your 

contributions to church by Sunday, November 4th, and place them in the CCAP box or 

under the large table in the narthex. 

 

 Thanksgiving Feast CCAP Needs List 
 

 Boxed stuffing mixes 

 Boxed instant mashed (or other) potatoes    

 Canned sweet potatoes/yams  

 Marshmallows 

 Boxed cake mixes and canned icings 

 Other boxed desserts     

 Canned cranberry sauce 

 Canned gravy 

 Disposable aluminum turkey roasting pans 
 

      Thank you for your generosity! Questions? Ask Nancy B. 

 

 

Stewardship 2018  1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.  We would ask that 

you prayerfully consider what God has in store for you.  Please use the Time and Talent 

Surveys as a way to offer your gifts to other members and our community.  Additional 

copies of the surveys and Pledge Forms for 2019 are available in the narthex.   

                                       Contact our Stewardship Committee (Dennis L., Joan J., Jill M., or Cal S.) with any questions. 
 

Thank you to Phil M. for his example of good Stewardship.  Phil power-washed and scrubbed the front facade of the 

portico and marquis to get off all of the bugs and the mold that was growing on and in them.                                             

Thank you to ALL you ‘Good Stewards’ who serve and care for Our Savior! 
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Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruction and Word 

of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 

Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6).  

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing fruits of the 

Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing 

what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did. 

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they often carry many of the same mannerisms and characteristics as 

their parents, but there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more mundane level. They watch 

how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, how they do and say most 

everything.  

And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be uncomfortable and 

embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something less than polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms thrive on 

these situations. It only happens because children emulate their parents because they want to be like them. 

We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared of 

Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His 

own. He takes away all our sins, and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit, by 

which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  

We are born again, born from above, born of water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of 

God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God. The 

inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all 

eternity.  

And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father. We 

want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the Church because we have 

witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.  

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire to give 

ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism teaches in the 

Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  

“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our 

prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 

bread with thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support 

and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband 

or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-

control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”  

In other words, God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no bounds. 

Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week to set 

aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the Church.  

We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace, want to 

emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents. 



BIRTHDAYS         

                                        ANNIVERSARIES 
Oct 1       Alva L.            None in October 

Oct 4       Julia L.           

Oct 5       Lois V.      

Oct 15     Donald M.       

Oct 15     Kara D.          

       Oct 16     Sharon C.                 

       Oct 26     Gary K.           

Oct 27     Barbara L.               

Oct 30     Chuck K.                   

         

    

 VOLUNTEERS IN OCTOBER 

 

 

                            FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
     

   Oct 7    Lois V. 

   Oct 14    Dean & Sharon C. 

   Oct 21    Nancy N. 

   Oct 28    Volunteer 

    

ACOLYTES         ALTAR GUILD 
Oct 7 Mattea K.                            Janice W. 

Oct 14      Jennifer F. 

Oct 21      Naomi C.  

Oct 28      Zach A.  
 

  COMMUNION ASSISTANT    GREETERS 
Oct 7        Bob W.              Oct 7     Joan J. & Ben & Naomi C. 

Oct 14 Wayne W. Jr.            Oct 14   Mike & Rhonda S. 

Oct 21      Butch K.               Oct 21   Dave H., Karen & Hannah A. 

Oct 28      Tom A.                 Oct 28   Laura S. & Sharon C.            
        

      LECTORS              NURSERY 
Oct 7        Janice W.                                  Oct 7   Renee K. 

Oct 14      Larry G.         Oct 14 Kendra G. 

Oct 21      Nancy B.                    Oct 21 Deborah C. 

Oct 28      Bethany C.                     Oct 28 Jill M. 

  

     OFFERING COUNTERS      USHERS 
Oct 7 Carol C. & Phil M.                                  Oct 7       Zachary A. & Robert R.                    

Oct 14  DeeDee W. & Dan C.            Oct 14     Mike & Rhonda S. 

Oct 21      Larry G. & Joan J.             Oct 21     Dave H. & Phil M. 

Oct 28      Bethany C. & Kendra G                                                      Oct 28     Wayne W. Jr. & Morgan W. 

      



   
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 

4 

6 
       

7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 13 

9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 

 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

 

14             15 16 

 

17 18 19 20 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 

 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

11:30 Council Meeting 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

21       22 23 24 25 26 27 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 

 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00 Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

  

28 29 30 31    

 9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 

 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

November 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

  

 
 

 

       
       

 

 

     
 


