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This month's article by Erielle Davidson from The Federalist focuses on the link between an 
adolescent's faith and their academic performance. In an age is which religious 
commitment is equated with ignorance, a fascinating study by Stanford University 
demonstrates how a child's spiritual convictions has the ability to increase and maintain 
social capital. 

SDG 

Pastor Greg                       

   Stanford Study: The Most Religious Kids Do Best In School                                                                  
      by Erielle Davidson  

 Adolescents who practice religion regularly perform better in school than those adolescents 
who do not, finds a recent study performed by Dr. Ilana M. Horwitz at Stanford’s Graduate School of 
Education. Horwitz’s paper explores differences among the grade point averages (GPAs) of public 
school students based on their levels of religiosity. 

 Horwitz bucketed the students into five different levels of religious adherence, from most 
religious to least religious: Abiders, Adapters, Assenters, Avoiders, and Atheists. She found the 
most religious kids had the highest GPAs. Horwitz defines that group, the “Abiders,” as those who 
“display high levels across all measured dimensions of religiosity and ‘abide’ by religion in a 
classic, institutional sense,” while Avoiders, true to their nomenclature, “avoid religious 
involvement and broader issues of the relevance of religion for their life.” Unlike the Atheist 
group, they believe in G-d, but participate far less in religious ceremonies and prayer. 
 
 Horwitz’s paper focuses exclusively on the “Abider-Avoider” achievement gap, noting that 
Abiders outperform all the other religious groups, with the exception of Atheists, who performed 
comparable with Abiders, although the Atheist group size was very small, which affects its 
reliability. Atheists comprised 3 percent of Horwitz’s sample, and Horwitz makes no conjectures 
regarding their achievement metrics, saying they are a unique subset of students who most likely 
differ greatly from their other non-religious counterparts, given the “strong social stigma” 
attached to claiming G-d does not exist. Therefore, Horwitz directs her research primarily on the 
remaining four categories, exploring the relationship between varying levels of religious 
commitment and its impact on academic performance.  

http://thefederalist.com/2018/04/19/stanford-study-religious-kids-best-school/
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/8ye3s/


 Horwitz discovered that “Abiders report the highest GPAs while Avoiders report the lowest 
GPAs, even after controlling for a host of background factors and behaviors.” Based on her own 
religious research, Horwitz believes religion nurtures two qualities rewarded heavily in school 
curriculums: “conscientiousness” and “cooperation.” Conservative Protestants comprised the 
largest religious type within the high-achieving Abiders group, which “run[s] counter to the 
hypothesis that Conservative Protestants fare worse in terms of academic achievement,” Horwitz 
wrote. 

                                          Faith Keeps Kids Focused on Positive Behavior 

 Horwitz found that, within each income bracket, Abiders consistently received better 
grades than Adapters, Assenters, and Avoiders did, while the GPA gap between Abiders and 
Avoiders was most pronounced. Even after controlling for a host of factors, including “Gender, 
race/ethnicity, family socioeconomic status, religious affiliation, and region of the country,” 
Abiders had an average GPA of 3.21, while Avoiders had just a 2.92 GPA. Even more interestingly, 
Horwitz found that, after instating the same controls, this effect of religiosity on student grades 
was most profound for middle-income families and least impactful for high-income families. 

 

 In conducting her research, Horwitz used survey data collected between 2002 and 2003 by 
the National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR), “a longitudinal and nationally representative 
study.” The survey consisted of 3,290 adolescents (and their families) from public middle schools 
and public high schools. Horwitz also performed thorough interviews with 30 students for whom 
religion either played a primary or non-existent role in life in order to understand the qualitative 
relationship between religiosity and academic achievement. 

  



 The qualitative interviews were insightful. Horwitz reports, “I noticed that virtually all 
Abiders were conscientious and cooperative - two habits linked with academic success.” Horwitz 
details some of her particularly interesting interviews, noting that the Abiders frequently shared 
stories of assiduousness and avoidance of rebellion (often related to a sense of guilt), while 
Avoiders did not. 

 Horwitz’s description of Avoiders captured this point bluntly: “Avoiders either didn’t tell 
any stories of conscientiousness and cooperation, or they shared stories of rebelliousness, such as 
stealing clothes from the mall or making fun of their teachers even though they knew it was 
wrong.”                              

           It’s Not Just Correlation, It’s Causation 

 Horwitz discusses the possibility that perhaps conscientious and cooperative adolescents 
are more drawn to religion, explaining the correlation between academic achievement and 
strength of religious belief. However, she determines such an explanation is highly unlikely since 
religion tends to be non-voluntary for most of an adolescent’s life. How can this study provide 
insight on improving education outcomes? In education research, much effort has been devoted 
to the achievement gap between families of higher and lower incomes. Horwitz acknowledges 
that her paper is unique in its capacity to identify another mechanism that may drive student 
performance—the habits procured from increased religiosity at home. Given other research 
showing that kids are more likely to retain their faith when attending religious schools that 
inculcate a strong and coherent worldview, this suggests religion-centered education as such also 
can boost student achievement. 

 The implication of Horwitz’s research is that some achievement gaps are not due to a lack 
of government funding or economic redistribution, but rather, a lack of proper habits and socially 
positive beliefs being instilled at home and reinforced in school. While religion is certainly a 
sufficient vehicle for transmitting certain values, Horwitz does not suggest it is necessary. Her 
paper does not, however, point to an alternative.   If we are to treat religiosity as just one facet of 
an adolescent’s home life, Horwitz’s paper speaks to the profound effects that family culture and 
upbringing may have on a student’s academic performance. In an era when religious commitment 
is often equated with ignorance, Horwitz’s paper introduces a new perspective to the debate 
surrounding the importance of religiosity and its ability to increase and maintain social capital. 

 When we consider what helps children grow and prosper, government interference is not 
the first mechanism that comes to mind. And indeed, it shouldn’t be. Horwitz’s research reinforces 
the notion that state intervention is not the primary driver of student performance. Instead, a 
good deal of education reform starts at home, and in church. 

Erielle Davidson is an economic research assistant at the Hoover Institution in Palo Alto, California. She 
completed a B.A. in Russian at Middlebury College with a specific focus on Eastern European politics. She has 
researched and written extensively on the geopolitical implications of terrorism in Putin’s Russia. She can be 
found on twitter at @politicalelle. 



 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE with a gift that builds for the future while empowering LCMS 
ministries.  An investment with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) says, 
“Congratulations” while sharing a great example of commitment to ministry 
outreach.                                                                 
1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
 

 
 
 
 from Chaplain Paul Weber to members of Our Savior Lutheran Church                                                                               
   – received by Gary and Nancy B. after Easter:     

Thank you for your support and prayers.  We are all doing well, and your packages livened 
our spirits.  It is good to know that Americans are looking out for us.  It is even better to know 
that fellow Lutherans are praying for us. 
It is beginning to get hot here, but it will get much hotter.  We had a Palm Sunday procession 
at the chapel yesterday, and we look forward to a 0530 Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday. 
Things are rather calm here and we thank God for that. 
         God’s blessings to all of Our Savior as we celebrate Christ crucified and risen. 
     Glory be to Jesus! 
 
 

 

You're invited to celebrate Apple Blossom 2018 
at a cookout on Friday, May 4th,  

at the home of Jim and Kendra G.  
 

The Firefighters' parade begins at 5:30 pm and passes 2 blocks down the street from our 
house.  Enjoy the parade and then join us, or just enjoy the food and visiting in our backyard!  
We usually begin grilling about 6:30 pm and continue as long as we have a crowd. We'll 
provide hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks etc., but you're welcome to bring something to share.  
Feel free to drop things off before walking to the parade.  Bring a chair if you can.   
If you're coming from east of Winchester, be aware that streets are blocked off for the parade.  
It's best to come into town from the west (take Rt. 37 to the exit for Route 50 East at the 
hospital).           We hope you can join us! 
 
 



 
                            
   Do you like to crochet or knit? 

Would you like to be a part of Our Savior’s new Prayer Shawl Ministry? 
We are setting a goal of making 10 Prayer Shawls by December.  If you 
don’t knit or crochet, but would like to contribute, you can donate yarn 
for the projects.  Just bring the yarn to the church office.  

Approximate size of the Prayer Shawls should be - 18” x 48”.   
Any pattern, in any color combination will be great! 

The Prayer Shawls will be prayed over and blessed by the OSLC Prayer Group. 
For more information contact Sharon C. or the church office 540-667-1459.        

             
 

 will be held at the church Saturday, May 12th 9:00 am.   
                                                  Menu and agenda are being decided. 
 

 is hosting their annual ‘Walk for Life’, Saturday, May 12th 
10:00 am at First Christian Church, Winchester.  OSLC is taking registration for those who 
would like to be a part of the team. A member of OSLC will match funds collected up to $1000.  
Please contact Janice W.to register or to make pledges. 
 
 
 
 
Actual Church Bulletin BLOOPERS!      
   (submitted by a congregation member) 
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals. 
The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on Water” tonight’s sermon: “Searching for Jesus” 
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the church help. 
For those of you who have children, and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm.  Please use the back door. 
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm.  Please use the large double door at the side entrance. 
 



 
 
    OSLC Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 

We hope you and your family will join us on 
Sundays - May 6,13,20 and 27 for 
Sunday School or Adult Bible Study.   

Classes start at 9:00 AM. 
 
 

   
         CLASS                             CLASSROOM 

Elementary Class               Middle Classroom-Fellowship Hall  
 Confirmation & High School  Library in Fellowship Hall 

Adult Bible Study    Fellowship Hall 
 
Ladies Bible Study 
 The ladies will meet on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM at the church. The class is studying  
1st and 2nd Peter through the end of May.  For more information, contact Karen H. 
 
 
‘The Story’ Bible Study 

The class will meet Tuesdays at 6:30 PM to discuss the Chapters titled, New 
Beginnings (May 1), Paul’s Mission (May 8), Paul’s Final Days (May 15) and The End of Time 
(May 22). 

 
 
 
 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is right around the corner –                                             

Keep your calendars open and eyes posted for 
upcoming dates and information!                                                                                                                                                                             

Theme Verse: For all the promises of God find their Yes in Him. 
2 Corinthians 1:20 

    
 



                    
Congratulations to our recent Confirmands, Zach A., Andrew C. and Josiah C. 

 

Statements of Faith made by two of the Confirmands on Confirmation Sunday 
 

 I believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Together they make the Holy Trinity. The 
Father created everything that we see today. I believe that the Son was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. The Son is truly man and Truly God. The Son lived a perfect life 
for our sins. He died for everyone, but only those who believe in the Holy Gospel may receive the 
blessing of eternal life with God. The Holy Spirit compels His elect towards the true Words of 
God. The Holy Spirit also protects us from sin, death, and the devil and gives believers forgiveness 
of sins, faith in Christ, and eternal life through baptism. 
  The verse I chose was 1 Corinthians 9:24 - 27, “Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.  Every athlete exercises 
self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we, an imperishable.  So I do 
not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under 
control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” This Bible verse can be 
applied to everyday life. Believers in Christ must discipline themselves to love their neighbor as 
themselves, to not fall away from God, and believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins. We, as 
humans, fall short every day, but we must continue towards God, believing that He sent His Son 
to die for our sins.  My name is Zachary A. and this is what I believe. 
 

 Hello, my name is Josiah C. I believe in the Triune God- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These 
three are one God and three distinct persons. I know that my Redeemer, Christ Jesus, died and 
was resurrected to defeat the sting of death, and now lives for me and all who trust in Him to live 
with Him in His presence.                                                                                                                             
 I chose John 1:1 as my life verse: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God… And the Word became flesh and dwelled among us.” This verse 
reminds me that our Triune God is the same today, yesterday, and tomorrow, and promises that I 
will be with Him in eternity also. I look forward to being confirmed in the faith and serving the 
church as a communicant member.  
      

                                                                 



        

  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod     Stewardship Article: May 2018 

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with 
the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6). And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are 
employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar 
share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim 
the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14). 

In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by 
them. And this is how the Church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer 
examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it 
does so with four little words: “In the same way …” St. Paul is building his case for supporting the 
preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members on the example of the 
Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people 
support the Levites? Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from 
the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his 
name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the 
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” 
(Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 

The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was 
harvested. Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to 
support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: is the 
Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? 
Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation 
among the descendants of Abraham. Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And 
there are churches and ministries all around the world. How could we support this new Gospel 
ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. 
We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of 
everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, 
who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us 
as His own in Holy Baptism.  



He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the 
resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that 
we are His and that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with 
physical and spiritual gifts.   In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and 
mercy, we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of 
darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s 
people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed. (1 Peter 2:9–10). 

                     

                                       CCAP CORNER 

CCAP - Winchester (the Congregational Community Action Project) has served the  
Winchester-Frederick County Community for 40 years by providing to those in need: food, 
clothing, personal and household products, baby food, diapers and financial help with rent, utility 
bills, prescription drugs, GED testing fees, heating and cooling. 
The following are some of the current, most-needed items, many of which are for our area 
homeless population: 
 

• Ready to eat soups 
• Canned meats (Spam, ham, sardines, Vienna sausages) 
• Other canned foods with pull-ring tops and/or in single-

serving portions 
• Laundry detergent (preferably pods) 
• Toilet paper, gallon-size storage bags 
• Chapstick, bedbug spray 91% alcohol 
• Feminine hygiene products (tampons) 
• Tents, tarps, nylon rope 
• New underwear and socks in all sizes for men, women and children, but especially 

for women 
• Men’s jeans (especially sizes 28,29, and 32-38) and belts 
• Disposable baby diapers in all sizes, but especially size 5 

 
Please place your donations in the CCAP box in the narthex. 
Thank you for your generosity! Questions?  Contact Nancy B. 

                                                              
 
 
 
 



                                                   OSLC EASTER CAROLING 
 
On March 31, OSLC sponsored its first Easter Caroling event on the Old Town Winchester mall.  
The caroling team sang songs [Were You There, When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross, All Glory, Laud, and Honor, and other favorite 
hymns], handed out information on the Easter Service, passed out 

live flowers, 
and got 
passersby 
to decorate 
our Easter 
Caroling 
poster.  The 
caroler crew showed pretty impressive 
vocal skills, inspired those on the mall to 
join in song, and was another outreach or 

extension of God’s Kingdom to our community.  Our caroling came at the end of an Old Town 
Winchester Easter Egg Hunt, so there were a lot of folks to interact with.  It was very well received 
and I believe would be a great addition to our schedule for next Easter season.  Special thanks to 
Bethany Casto for recommending this activity.  You never know what good things can come out 
of a short conversation after choir practice! 
It’s not too late to start planning for next year; so, contact Bethany or Cal Stone. 

 
GOD SAID NO 

(Anonymous – submitted by a congregation member) 
 

I asked God to take away my bad habit. God said No. 
It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up. 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God said No. 
His spirit is whole; his body is only temporary. 

I asked God to grant me patience. God said No. 
Patience is a byproduct of tribulations; it isn’t granted, it is learned. 

I asked God to give me happiness. God said No. 
I give you blessings; happiness is up to you. 
I asked God to spare me pain. God said No. 

Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to me. 
I asked God to make my spirit grow. God said No. 

You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you fruitful. 
I asked God for all things, that I might enjoy life. God said No. 

I will give you life so that you may enjoy all things. 
I asked God to help me LOVE others as much as He loves me. 

God said…Ahhh, finally you have the idea! 
This day is yours. Don’t throw it away. 

May God bless you.                                



CELEBRATIONS IN MAY              
 

 BIRTHDAYS      ANNIVERSARIES 
May 3  Joan J.         May 10   Wayne & Sharon W. 
May 6 Bethany C.      May 13  Dave & Karen H. 

       May 8  Jael C.       May 31  Dave & Nancy S. 
May 11  Muriel S.                FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
May 12 Larry G.       May 6  Barbara L.  
May 14    Dean H.      May 13  George R. 
May 20     Sharon W.       May 20  Bill and Helen H. 
May 23  Robert M.       May 27  Dave & Nancy S. 
May 23  Janice W      
May 23  Janice W.      

    VOLUNTEERS IN MAY 

ACOLYTES         ALTAR GUILD 
May 6  Josiah C.      Month of May – Jill M. & Regan M. 
May 13  Zach A. 
May 20  Jennifer F. 
May 27  Mattea K. 

 

  COMMUNION ASSISTANT     GREETERS 
May 6  Wayne W. Jr.      May 6  Reiling Family 
May 13  Bob W.      May 13  Mongold Family 
May 20  Butch K.     May 20  Hunter Family 
May 27  Shannon D.     May 27  Ashbaugh Family 
 

 

      LECTORS             NURSERY 
May 6  Marilyn G.     May 6  Hannah A. 
May 13  Janice W.      May 13  Deborah C. 
May 20  Karen H.     May 20  Bethany C. 
May 27  Hannah A.     May 27  Kristi A. 
 

     OFFERING COUNTERS      USHERS 
May 6  Hannah A. & Phil M.     May 6  Robert R. & Joey R. 
May 13  Larry G. & Joan J.     May 13  Mike S. & Rhonda S. 
May 20  Debbie R. & Dan C.     May 20  Wayne W. Jr. & Dave H. 
May 27  Tom A. & Kendra G.    May 27  Tom A. & Zach A. 
 



       



May 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
WEDNESDA

Y THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 
     Cookout –  

Jim and 
Kendra G’s 
home 6:30 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9:00 am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
LCEF Presentation 

  
 

 6:30 pm  
‘The Story’  
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Women's 
Bible Study 

Ascension of 
Our Lord 
7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
Council 
Meeting 6:00 
pm 
 

 Men’s Breakfast 
9:00 am 
ABBA CARE 
‘Walk for Life’ 
10:00 am – First 
Christian 
Church 

13                14 15 
 

16 17 18 19 
9:00 am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship 

  
 

 

 6:30 pm  
‘The Story’ 
 Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Women's 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

  

20        Pentecost  21 22 23 24 25 26 
9:00 am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
 

 6:30 pm  
‘The Story’  
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Women's 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

  

27    The Holy 
 

28   

 

29 30 31   
9:00 am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 

   
 

 

  10:00 am 
Women's 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
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