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 When you see a panhandler on the street corner, what do you see? Someone worthy of a helping 

hand? Or someone hustling to make a buck?  What you see determines how you act, so think carefully: 

What do you see? A neighbor? A scam artist? Or do you see, perhaps, a fellow beggar?     Do you 

remember that you, too, are helpless, destitute and completely dependent upon God’s mercy, a lowly 

steward of the gifts God has given in abundance? Do you recognize a fellow sinner and realize that 

you are no more worthy of God’s grace than they are? 

 

If this is what you see, then you are ready to engage and serve a fellow human being created in the 

image of God, to understand and help to meet both physical and spiritual needs. 

I should know. In 2015, one of our LCMS homeless ministries invited me to spend a night at a 

makeshift homeless camp in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood in Cincinnati, Ohio. The homeless 

community embraced us being among them, and they appreciated that we cared enough to embed 

ourselves to walk in their shoes for the day. It was a humbling experience, and one that profoundly 

changed me both as a person and as a pastor. That night, for the first time in my life, I learned what it 

was to be treated like a homeless man. Mothers would grab their children by the arm to scurry to the 

other side of the park to avoid me; shop owners either spoke to me rudely or asked me outright to 

leave their establishments. 
 

Then, after an evening of feeling like refuse tossed to the side of the road, a young Christian man came 

to me with a plate of food. He called me “sir,” and he spoke to me about the love of Christ. 

I can’t even begin to explain what it felt like to be on the receiving end of this kind of grace. 

In my job as the director of LCMS Urban & Inner-City Mission, I spend much of my time in a world of 

brokenness and human suffering, and I have pretty much seen it all. I’ve seen those who are the most 

marginalized and written off by the world, and I’ve seen scam artists galore. (Sometimes there’s a fine 

line — or no line at all — between the two.) In this world, there is no shortage of scam artists, but there 

is also a never-ending supply of those in need. 
 

Think of a mother so desperate to provide for her kids that she would completely humiliate herself by 

begging. You know this woman. She was there with Jesus, begging like a dog for scraps from His table 

— a social outcast moved by deep love for her daughter and great faith in her Lord. And Jesus 

responds to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” Christ meets her 

immediate need and heals her daughter (Matt. 15:21–28) — and then He goes to the cross to die for 

her. 
 

Can those of us who live in Christ do any differently? 

Whatever other needs they may have — food, shelter, mental health care, recovery from addiction, 

employment services and more — what professional beggars need most is the Gospel.               

Only Christ can change their hearts and heal their souls. Knowing this simple truth can liberate us to 

serve in Christian love whether the person in front of us seems to deserve our help or not. 
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So, if you hear a story from a grifter that sounds suspect, you are free in Christ to “err” on the side of 

grace. You can say that you are helping to fill that tank of gas or buy that sandwich not because they 

— or you — are deserving, but because God shows mercy.  He gives generously even knowing that we, 

as sinners, have a natural tendency to misuse His gifts. In His Name, we also can give generously from 

the abundance of His unconditional love. 
 

When you look at panhandlers, you may see sinners. You may suspect their motives and wonder if they 

really need and deserve your help. But ask yourself: does Christ love them? Look to the cross, and you 

will find the answer.  
  

“We are beggars” Martin Luther, known for his hospitality and care for the poor, often struggled to 

know what to do with professional beggars. He spoke of “scoundrels” abusing the generosity of pious 

Christians and even went so far as to refer to them as criminal “squire filth” who grifted across the 

country, using up scarce resources meant for those who were truly in need. 

Yet, Luther also said in his Large Catechism, regarding the Fifth Commandment: 

If, therefore, you send away one that is naked when you could clothe him, you have caused him to 

freeze to death; if you see one suffer hunger and do not give him food, you have caused him to starve. 

… You have withheld your love from him and deprived him of the benefit whereby his life would have 

been saved. 

Luther sometimes resented beggars, yet he cared for them anyway. And on his death bed, he declared 

himself to be one of their number, saying: “We are beggars. This is true.” 

Notes from Newsletter Editor:   

 Sadly, Winchester has its share of homeless.  We see them at intersections and on the walking 

mall and they do their share of panhandling.  If you are not sure about giving them money, you 

can fill gallon plastic zip-lock bags with non-perishable snacks, hygiene items, socks, gift cards 

for fast food and Bible verses and keep them handy in your car or bag, so that you can always 

be “generous and ready to share” (1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice.  

 Remember to be wise when interacting with someone who approaches you as they may be 

dealing with mental and emotional issues.  Be on guard and don’t put yourself in an unsafe 

position. 

 Donating to CCAP is one of the best ways to provide resources to folks of our community who 

need help.  CCAP has the means and methods to screen out those who would take advantage 

of good-hearted folks and ensure that those in real need are provided for.  See below for notes 

from Nancy about items currently being requested by CCAP. 
 

CCAP CORNER 
Thank you to all who so generously supported the annual Thanksgiving Feast food 

drive and Christmas gift collection for CCAP – Winchester! Your donations meant a lot 

to our less fortunate neighbors. 
 

Continuing needs for CCAP clients include the following, especially during the cold winter months: 
 

+ Canned soups, especially the hearty types 

+ Canned stew, hash, prepared pastas 

+ Dry beans in 1-and 2-pound bags 

+ Warm clothing for men, women, and children (clean, gently used clothing is acceptable) 

+ Men’s, women’s, and children’s underwear, T-shirts, socks, and sweats 
 

 

Donations may be placed in the designated CCAP box in the narthex. 

As always, thank you for your generosity! Questions? Ask Nancy Braswell. 

 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did for me’” (Matthew 25:40 NIV) 



                                      
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study classes are meeting on Sundays at 9:00 am.            

Adult Bible Study – meets in the Conference Room 4, Elementary students in 

Classroom 1 and High School students in Classroom 3.  Please join us as we grow in 

knowledge of the Lord!                                                      

Ladies Bible Study will resume meeting                             

Wednesday, January 9th – 10:00.  Join us! 

 Choir is taking a short break and we will resume rehearsals on 

Thursday, January 10th.   If any new voices would like to join us for 

preparations for Lent and Easter you are always welcome! Music 

reading skills are NOT a necessity! Just a desire to sing and fellowship 

with others in the ministry of music.  If there is anyone who would 

like to share special music (instrumental or vocal), please contact 

Connie F. or Julie S.  

 

You can call the OSLC Message Line 571-261-8281 for information 

on cancellations or visit www.oursavior-lcms.org/message-line/.  

If roads are deemed hazardous by the government, services will be 

canceled. If roads are deemed safe by the government, services will 

ordinarily be held. Regardless of whether services are held or not, it is 

the ultimate responsibility of individual members to determine 

whether or not it is safe for you to travel. 

 

                                    Knitting and Crocheting Ministry – A story…. 

OSLC ladies and friends have been creating 

MANY prayer shawls for the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry, hats, booties, sweaters and baby 

blankets for AbbaCare and hats and scarves 

for C-CAP!  The OSLC Prayer Group prays 

over the hand-made items at the end of 

each month before they are given to 

someone.   

 

The pink and gray Prayer Shawl was made by 

Naomi C. and was given to a 5-year-old 

whose mom was pregnant and recently diagnosed with cancer.  Mom received the 

beautiful blue and green shawl. Mom and daughter are wrapped in prayer and love 

because of OSLC’s Ministries. A note about the baby: labor was induced the week 

before Christmas and the baby (a little girl) was born prematurely so Mom can begin 

much needed chemotherapy. The baby is almost 4 lbs. and healthy.  A blanket and 

hat have been given to Mom for when the baby comes home from the NICU, 

possibly not until February.  Prayers for the family are appreciated. Thank you to all 

who have been busily knitting and crocheting and sharing your talent with folks who 

are dealing with tough situations!  If you have given a Prayer Shawl to someone and 

have a story you can share, please see Sharon C. and send your story to the office for 

the next Newsletter.            
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The 2019 Flower Chart has been posted in the hallway and is ready for you to sign   up to 

donate chancel flowers for your special dates.  

 

Last chance to make changes to the 2019 Church Directory… 

Please review what is currently listed and provide any changes/updates to Joan J.       

The updates deadline is January 7th. 

 

          LCEF MINISTRY UPDATE:  District Vice President Steve Heemann is retiring after 

20 years of service. Steve is recognized as being very pivotal in the basis and 

structure of the LCEF Congregational Advocates; he has been the “go to guy” for 

everything LCEF in the SED. OSLC wishes him well and pray his retirement is as 

fulfilling as tenure with LCEF. Steve’s replacement is Kirk Hymes (a retired Marine 

Corps Colonel and president of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg, Va. for many years.) Kirk 

can be reached @ 800-637-5723 or khymes@lcms.org. I am confident Kirk will be happy to address 

questions on how he can support our congregation and Kingdom’s work! 

 

 UN We will meet Saturday, January 12th, 9-11:00 am to un-decorate the 

sanctuary and fellowship hall.  Helping hands will be greatly appreciated, 

                                                as there will be numerous boxes to be moved to the basement for  

                                                 storage. 
 

It's a New Year – a great time to clean out your church mailboxes and pick up 

your 2019 Offering Envelopes in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Dear OSLC~ Thank you for the love and kindness that you have shown to our family. We greatly 

appreciate the generous Christmas gift and support you have shown us. We look forward to 

serving the Lord together in the coming year.                                                                                                

Blessings in Christ, Pastor Greg and Rebekah  

Thank you to the members of Our Savior for your generous gift.  I was truly touched and 

humbled.  May God bless and guide each of us in the coming New Year.       Julie  

I am very appreciative of the gift from the congregation.  It is my pleasure to be able to 

serve our congregation and help provide a ministry through music.      Connie  

OSLC Family - I couldn’t have been more surprised and touched by the truly generous gift you 

lavished on me. Thank you for your love, support and patience as I became familiar with all of 

you and my job. I look forward to what the New Year will bring to OSLC and the church office.  

Blessings, Vera  
 

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift. My family and I appreciate your generosity 

and your support throughout the year. Blessings to you all for a happy and healthy New Year!  

Kristi 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

It is no secret that God calls us to be generous with the gifts He has given us. Throughout the Bible, we read 

that just as God has generously given to us, so are we to give generously one to another. As Jesus said, “By this 

all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35) and “Be merciful, 

even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).  

But God also calls us to give to Him. And He, who does all things well, presses it into service for the benefit of 

all the people of God. See for example what God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, after he and the people were 

safely brought out of Egypt across the Red Sea on dry land: 

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every 

man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. And this is the contribution that 

you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined 

linen, goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, goatskins,[a] acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the 

anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the 

breast-piece. And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you 

concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9) 

Notice in verse two that the Lord instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to “take for me a contribution” and that 

from everyone motivated from gratitude for what God has just accomplished and given to them, Moses is to 

gather up “the contribution for me.” 

Pay attention, though, why the Lord wants the people of Israel to gather up these contributions for Him. God 

tells Moses precisely why: “let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” The purpose for the 

contribution of the Israelites was so that He may dwell with them, that He would live among them. Through the 

tabernacle and the priesthood, through their rites and ceremonies, through their feasts and festivals, as 

through means, the Lord God, who brought them out of the bondage of Egypt would live and dwell among 

them and be their God, and lead them into the promised land, which flowed with milk and honey.  

God dwells among us still. In the fullness of time, God’s son was born of woman, born under the law to redeem 

those under the law. He brought us out of bondage to sin, death, the devil, and Hell, and He did this by His 

obedient suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension. But He is not gone. He dwells with us through the 

means of His Word and His sacraments, through the preaching and the teaching of our pastors, through the 

rites and ceremonies of our liturgy. He dwells with us in the Church through those means. And He is leading us 

to the true promised land, to the new heavens and the new earth in the new creation.  

In the meantime, as God, even now, continues to call us to give to Him, let us, who have been saved from 

slavery to sin and death, the devil and hell, be so moved in our hearts as to give generously to Him so that the 

means of grace, the means of His gracious dwelling among us, would continue now and into the future. For just 

as He did then so does He do now. He presses the gifts given to Him into service for the benefit of all His 

people. He puts it to use so that we may have Him with us always, even unto the end of the age.  

 

 

 

 



 

BIRTHDAYS            ANNIVERSARIES     
 Jan 1  Monica W.    Jan 16 Dean C.           Jan 5   Wayne & DeeDee W. 

 Jan 3    Mattea K.    Jan 20 Kathleen G.   

 Jan 7    Hannah H.    Jan 24 Robert R. 

 Jan 9  Jennifer F.     Jan 24 Michael S. 

 Jan 10  Evelyn Z.             Jan 25 Marilyn G. 

         Jan 14  Jeff P.                  Jan 26 Dorothy A. 

 Jan 14  Maggie G.          Jan 26 Dan C. 

 Jan 15  Laura S.    Jan 29 Logan P. 

        

                             

            VOLUNTEERS IN DECEMBER 

                      

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
    Jan 6   Volunteer 

   Jan 13    Volunteer 

   Jan 20    Mike & Rhonda S. 

   Jan 27    Marilyn & Larry G. 

    

 ACOLYTES           

        ALTAR GUILD 
Jan 6      Mattea K.                            Marilyn G. 

Jan 13       Jonny D.       

Jan 20      Zachary A.      

Jan 27      Josiah C. 
 

  COMMUNION ASSISTANT    GREETERS 
Jan 6        Wayne W. Jr.             Jan 6     June W.            

Jan 13 Shannon D.     Jan 13   Joan J. & Ben & Naomi C.             

Jan 20      Bob W.              Jan 20   Sharon C.                

Jan 27      Tom A.                 Jan 27   Laura S. 

         

           
        

      LECTORS              NURSERY 
Jan 6        Marilyn G.                      Jan 6     Karley P.  

Jan 13      Nancy B.           Jan 13   Kendra G. 

Jan 20      Butch K.                      Jan 20   Deborah C. 

Jan 27      Kendra G.      Jan 27   Bethany C. 

                                                      

                     

     OFFERING COUNTERS      USHERS 
Jan 6         Carol C. & Jill M.                                             Jan 6      Bob W. & Curtiss F. 

Jan 13 Joan J. & Larry G.                Jan 13    Wayne W. Jr. & Morgan W. 

Jan 20      Bethany C. & Carol C.                Jan 20    Cal S. & Phil M.      

       Jan 27       Phil M. & Tom A.                  Jan 27    Bill H. & George R. 

  

 

 



      
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 

4 

5 
       

6 7 8 9 10 

 

11 12 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

 9:00-11:00 am 

Un-decorate 

Fellowship 

Hall & 

Sanctuary 

 

13             14 15 

 

16 17 18 19 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

11:30 Council Meeting  
 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

20    21 22 23 24 25 26 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal  

  

27 28 29 30 31   

 9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

11:30 Prayer Group  

 

  

 

10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

 

 

 

       

       
 

 

    

 


