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Fallacious History 

by Dr. Carl R. Trueman 

 

One of the most pressing but invisible threats to Christian thinking at the present time is that 

of fallacious history. Like carbon monoxide, it can kill; you just do not notice it is happening until it 

is too late. Fallacious history comes in numerous forms.  

The most obvious and influential are those pushed by popular culture. Movies are the primary 

culprits here. So powerful are the aesthetics of modern cinema that the stories the movies tell can 

be compelling for no other reason than that they seem so real. Thus, if there is a movie in which 

Americans crack the Enigma code in the Second World War, then the common assumption is, well, 

the Americans cracked the Enigma Code. (It was actually the British who did so.) 

Books, too, have an influence, especially those that are combined with a glossy movie.        

Take The Da Vinci Code, for example. Dan Brown tells us therein that the church only agreed to 

affirm Christ’s deity by the narrowest of margins and as a result of powerful political pressure. The 

truth is more prosaic: while there was certainly a political component to the Trinitarian debates of 

the fourth century, the case was ultimately won by arguments and by a huge majority. 

Old wives’ tales, or, to use the more “politically correct” terminology, urban myths, also play 

their role in shaping the popular understanding of the past. That John Calvin burned Michael 

Servetus in Geneva is certainly true but hardly the whole truth. Attention to the life and times of 

Servetus reveals that he was wanted by Catholics as much as Protestants, and that Calvin tried to 

have his mode of execution changed to beheading as a small act of mercy. Without pardoning 

Calvin or lessening the nastiness of what happened, Calvin’s actions were simply not exceptional 

by the standards of the time, a point that should temper our judgment of him. 

Christianity is, of course, a historical religion. Paul makes that point clearly regarding the 

resurrection: if Christ is not raised (in real time and space), then we are of all people to be most 

pitied (1 Cor. 15:19). The church is also a historical phenomenon: her actions, her creeds and 

confessions, everything she has ever done has been historical. All Christians should therefore be 

historians. 
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In light of this, we need to be good historians in order to spot the bogus and fallacious when 

we see it. Now, there is no secret to being a good historian. It just requires a set of skills learned 

like any other, from playing the piano to baking cakes. 

Thus, there are numerous things Christians should keep in mind when reading history books, 

particularly those that touch on the history of Christianity. 

First, remember that history is a narrative of the past constructed on the basis of evidence. 

Thus, when reading history, always ask: What evidence is being cited? Indeed, is evidence being 

cited? What kind is it? Is it eyewitness testimony? Is it a written document? And is the evidence 

capable of sustaining the narrative being offered?  

For example, a train ticket in a woman’s purse might indicate that she traveled from New York 

to Washington one December. But if that is the only evidence for the journey, and yet the historian 

claims that she went to Washington and met the president, the reader can legitimately question 

the narrative. 

Second, remember that the historian has an agenda. This does not mean that all histories can 

simply be reduced to the viewpoint of the writer. The racist who denies the Holocaust ever 

happened does not offer a narrative that is just as legitimate as the Jewish writer who says it did. 

Yet the Jewish writer’s Jewishness will no doubt shape to some extent how he reads the evidence. 

When Dan Brown wrote his nonsense about the Council of Nicaea, his desire to write a 

controversial bestseller while undermining the Christian faith, was no doubt a factor in how he 

selected and interpreted the evidence. 

Third, read as much good history as you can. These are great times for reading history. Every 

week, I receive an email from Amazon.com informing me of the latest books being published in 

the historical genre. Rarely does a week go by when I am not tempted to type in my credit card 

number and purchase a new volume. The period does not matter: the canons of good history, in 

terms of marshalling and interpreting evidence, are the same for histories of ancient Greece as 

they are for those of modern Nicaragua. Reading good history will help you spot the bad when 

you see it. 

Christianity needs Christians who know good history. Good history helps to build our confidence 

in our historical religion and to offer an answer to the bad historians - and there are many of 

them. 

 

 



 

 

History of Christianity video series by Dr. Timothy George and    

Church History: The Basics by Paul Maier is being offered each                          

Sunday, 9-10 am, during Adult Bible Study time.                       

With two and a quarter billion adherents alive today, Christianity is the 

greatest success story in the history of the world. The Gospel has 

exerted a greater influence, changed more lives, educated more 

people, fostered more progress in the arts and sciences, inspired 

loftier achievements in culture, and had a more powerful role in 

helping the helpless than any other institution on earth.  Come, hear 

and learn how the church of Jesus Christ came to be the greatest 

movement ever.     

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Pastor and Rebekah and OSLC members, 

Dennis and I are so grateful to all of you who prayed for us,  

visited us (bearing gifts), sent cards, phoned, emailed, 

and made prayer shawls delivered to us by Butch K. 

We are so blessed to be part of such a loving, caring congregation  

and glad to be able to worship with you again. 

Knowing how much you cared definitely helped facilitate the healing process. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sincerely,   Dennis and Barbara L. 

 

 

 

 

The Fellowship Hall has an updated look and sounds quieter  

thanks to a fresh paint job and addition of the new acoustic panels. 

Thank you to everyone who gave of their time, 

talent and treasure to make that happen. 

                               Thank you to those who helped begin to re-do Pastor’s Office as well. 

 

 



 
Please join the Youth of OSLC for their annual:                                                                                      

Valentine Luncheon, Dessert and Silent Auction, Sunday, February 10
th

.                                                        

They will serve delicious home-made lasagna, assorted breads, 

and a fabulous salad!  After lunch, please join in the fun of our 

Dessert and Silent Auction.  If you are interested in helping with 

the event or have Silent Auction items or desserts to donate, 

please contact Stephanie D.                                                                                                      

   Please pray for this event and for our Youth. 

                                   Thank you for your continued support! 
 

       

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study classes are meeting on  

Sundays at 9:00 am.  Adult Bible Study – meets in the Conference Room 4, 

Elementary students in Classroom 1 and High School students in Classroom 3.  

Please join us as we grow in knowledge of the Lord! 
 

 

                      
 

Ladies Bible Study is meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00 am.                   

Join us for a study of Galatians! 

 

Choir rehearsals are Thursday nights at 7:00.  If any new voices would like to join us 

for preparations for Lent and Easter you are always welcome! Music reading skills are 

NOT a necessity! Just a desire to sing and fellowship with others in the ministry of 

music.  If there is anyone who would like to share special music (instrumental or vocal), 

please contact Connie F. or Julie S.  

 

Call the OSLC Message Line 571-261-8281 for information on 

cancellations or visit www.oursavior-lcms.org/message-line/.       

If roads are deemed hazardous by the government, services will be 

canceled. If roads are deemed safe by the government, services will 

ordinarily be held. Regardless of whether services are held or not, it is 

the ultimate responsibility of individual members to determine whether 

or not it is safe for you to travel. 

                    

 & Our Savior  2019 Baby Bottle Campaign.  

Please pick up a baby bottle, if you haven’t already done so, and help to support our 

local Pregnancy Care Center. Fill it with change and return by the end of February 

or when it is full. The bottles provide approximately a tenth of the funds AbbaCare 

needs to provide services for the year.  Through your support, the staff shares the 

love of Christ with those hurting from an unplanned pregnancy. Through the 

technology of ultrasound, 90% those who arrive at AbbaCare intent on aborting 

their unborn child decide to carry their child to term.  Each staff member feels 

privileged to share the gospel message and pray for the women to whom they 

minister. Thank you for your participation.                                                                                                                

If you have any questions, please contact Janice W. 

 

http://www.oursavior-lcms.org/message-line/
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OSLC has started planning our 2019 Easter Caroling event - target date of April 20.  Last year 

we sang songs [Were You There, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, All Glory, Laud, and 

Honor, and others], handed out information on our Easter Service, passed out live flowers, and 

had passersby decorate an Easter Caroling poster.  If you can participate or help plan this year’s 

event, please contact Bethany C. or Cal S. 

 

 

 ‘Work of Our Hands’ is now the official name of Our Savior’s knitting and 

crocheting ministry. Our hand-made items go to CCAP, AbbaCare and 

individuals that we wrap in love and prayer with Prayer Shawls. In the 

‘Work of Our Hands’ Ministry Room, in the Fellowship Hall, is a journal that 

you can add stories about items you have made or folks (without using 

names) the items have been given to.  Thank you, Karen H. for the journal 

artwork and the sign you are designing for the ministry room.  Thank you 

to ALL who are knitting, crocheting and donating yarn to the ministry.    

   Psalm 90:17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the     

   work of our hands for us-- yes, establish the work of our hands.   

 

OSLC Stewardship has launched efforts to identify how our Congregation will support 

missions in 2019.  That support includes prayer and intercession, financial support, 

sharing resources, and assisting in promoting the respective missions and 

ministries.                                                                                                                               

If you would like to participate in these efforts or have a suggestion, please contact Cal S. 
 

 

CCAP CORNER 

We’ve scheduled a service project at OSLC to benefit CCAP – Winchester clients 

for Sunday, March 10th, following our worship service. Please join us in the 

fellowship hall to share Coffee Fellowship and to help assemble silverware kits, 

laundry pod kits, and feminine hygiene kits. Supplies for the kits will be 

purchased with a Thrivent grant, and this is a project in which everyone (all ages) 

can participate (placing requested items in Ziploc sandwich bags). 
 

Meanwhile, continuing needs for CCAP clients include the following, especially during the cold winter 

months: 

 + Canned soups, especially the hearty types 

 + Canned stew, hash, prepared pastas 

 + Dry beans in 1- and 2-pound bags 

 + Warm clothing for men, women, and children (clean, gently used clothing is 

              acceptable) 

 + Men’s, women’s, and children’s underwear, T-shirts, socks, and sweats 

 

Donations may be placed in the designated CCAP box in the narthex. 

 

As always, thank you for your generosity! Questions? Ask Nancy B. 
 

 

 

 

 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me’” (Matthew 25:40 NIV) 
 

       



 

                                         

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of 

Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles, the signs and wonders, of 

Jesus in the world.  

And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second 

Person of the Holy Trinity, the only-begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  It is revealed for all the world 

to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, 

by what He said and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us.”  

Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word.  It is 

no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and deed.  

As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it 

does not have works, is dead. … Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 

works. For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” James 2:14, 17–18, 26. 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word 

only, but also in deed and in truth.  In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our 

faith in our works of obedience to God who commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It 

is, as Luther wrote of faith: 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old 

Adam and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with 

it the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works 

incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has 

already done them, and is always at the doing of them.                                                                                     

“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works 

and knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words 

about faith and good works.                                                                                                                              

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on 

it a thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and 

happy in dealing with God and all His creatures.                                                                                            

“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do 

good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him 

this grace.                                                                                                                                                             

“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and 

shining from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise 

enough to make decisions about faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the 

Book of Romans)  So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. 

And let then our faith be made manifest to the world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in 

church, in the family, and society — with the works of faith in time, talents, and treasures. 

 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS            ANNIVERSARIES     
 Feb 2  Kristi A.              Feb 3     Butch & Robbie K. 

 Feb 5  Dave S.               Feb 14   Bob & Alana D. 

 Feb 6 Morgan W.                         Feb 16   Elden & Sharon N. 

 Feb 18  Karen H.                         Feb 18   Dean & Sharon C. 

 Feb 22  Wayne W. Jr.             

         Feb 24 Phil M. 

 Feb 25 Deborah W. 

 Feb 28 Jill M. 

        

                             

            VOLUNTEERS IN DECEMBER 

                      

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
    Feb 3    Butch and Robbie K. 

   Feb 10    Dave & Nancy S. 

   Feb 17    Elden and Sharon N. 

   Feb 24    Volunteer 

    

 ACOLYTES           

        ALTAR GUILD 
Feb 3      Jennifer F.                            Marilyn G. 

Feb 10      Naomi C.       

Feb 17      Mattea K.      

Feb 24      Zachary A. 
 

  COMMUNION ASSISTANT    GREETERS 
Feb 3        Wayne W. Jr.             Feb 3     Larry & Ann G.            

Feb 10 Shannon D.     Feb 10   Nancy N.             

Feb 17      Bob W.              Feb 17   Donald & Jill M.                

Feb 24      Wayne W Jr.                Feb 24   Volunteer 

         

           
        

      LECTORS              NURSERY 
Feb 3        Kristi A.                      Feb 3     Kristi P.  

Feb 10      Bethany C.           Feb 10   Stephanie D. 

Feb 17      Sharon W.                      Feb 17   Renee K. 

Feb 24      Robert R.      Feb 24   Kristi A. 

                                     

            

     OFFERING COUNTERS    USHERS 
Feb 3        Dan C. & Jill M.                                             Feb 3      Gary B. & Robert R. 

Feb 10 Joan J. & Kendra G.                Feb 10    Elden & Sharon N. 

Feb 17      Bethany C. & Larry G.                Feb 17    Tom & Zachary A.      

       Feb 24      Phil M. & Carol C.                  Feb 24    Shannon & Jonny D. 

  

 



 

              
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 

4 

2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 

 

8 9 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

   

10             11 12 

 

13 14 15 16 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

11:30 Council Meeting  

Youth Valentine 

Luncheon and  

Silent Auction 
 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

17    18 19 20 21 22 23 
9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 
 

 

 

  10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal  

  

24 25 26 27 28   

 9:00 Adult Bible Class 

Sunday School 
 

10:00 am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

11:30 Prayer Group  

 

  

 

10:00 am 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 

  

 

 

 

       

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    

 

 


